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Introduction

riends of and those considering entrance into the Order of the
Holy Cross {the Crosiers} often wish to know more about the Order's
history. Although any Crosier can summaize that history for them
orally, there has been no readily available short history of the Orderin
English to which they might be referred {or additional information.
This brief summary of the history of the Order of the Holy Cross has
been written to remedv that lack.

In recounting the history of the Crosiers from the late twelfth
century to the present, our intention has been to make the story as
readable as possibie while respecting the complexity and the unre-
solved nature of many questions surrounding that history. Much of
the Crosiers'earliest history is lost forever, and much of the material
needed to write the history of the period I 4 I 0- I 840 has been destroyed
or scattered across Europe. Because of this, it is fair to say that no
comprehensive, authoritative history of the Crosiers exists in any
language. Thanks to the efforts of many European Crosiers and other
historians in this and the past century, the material needed for such a
history has been slowly recovered, studied and published, but much
work remai.ns to be done. It is our hope that this summary is an
adequate reflection of the present state of our knowledge.

The author has written this brief history on the basis of his own
knowledge of Crosier history which is his avocation, not his profes-
sion. His reliance on the scholarly work of his confreres and other
historians will be readily apparent to any Crosier who reads what he
has written. At the same time, this summary, intended for an Ameri-
can readership, naturally reflects an American perspective and con-
tains a proportionately greater amount of information about the his-
:tory of the Order in the United States than in the other countries
where the modern Order of the Holy Cross exists. As in the case of any
historical surve, the present one also reflects the author's personal
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