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THE CRUTCHED FRIARS

Apnl 1988 marked the 450¢h anniversary of the disappearance of
the Crutched Friars — the English branch of the Belgian Crosiets ot,
more formally, the Canons Regular of the Order of the Holy Cross.
During the three hundred years thas the order existed in England
thete were probably never more than forty members alive ar any one
time, for 2 grand cotal over three centuries of perhaps less than 750
men, of whom only some 150 have been identificd. Probably at no
sungle time were there more than five Cruiched Friar houses i
England. When their houses were closed in 1538 the Cruiched Friars
made uvp only about 0.2% of the total number of male religious in
England. At that time they had one medivm sized and three small
MONasteres.

The Canons Regular of the Order of the Holy Cross were referred
to as friars in England, a reflection of the name they consistently
gave 1o themselves — fratres Sanctze Crucis — the Brethren of the
Holy Cross. Goverament and papal documents sometimes confused
them with other small erucefers groups, such as the Iralian and Polish
orders, with Hospitallers and with Trinitarians, People in some parts
of England sometimes used the words Crutched Friar to describe
membets of the four orders just mentioned.

Despite the confusion and their small numbers, the Crutched
Friars have been studied. at least in passing, by many historians.
They also left their name attached to streets in London and Col-
chester and to a house just to the southeast of Bury St. Edmunds.
At least parts of that house are the last bic of English Crosier ar-
chitecture.

Local historians consistently confuse the Crutched Friars with
Trinirarians or put them in the blue robes of the Iralian ¢ 7 z-
¢iferi — or do both at the same time. Ecclesiastical historians
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148 THE CRUTCHED FRIARS

tend to classify the Crutched Friars as one of the “dim little orders’
and to speak of them as an ‘exiguous and undistinguished body' 7.

The author of the words last quoted, Dom David Knowles, once
wrote to me that it was unlikely that much more of substance would
be discovered about the Crutched Triars than had appeared in the ar-
ticle I published in 1964. He was parricularly skeptical that anything
could be said about rheir intellectual or spiritual life.

Dom Knowles was too pessimistic. Studying the architecture and
location of Crutched Friar houses has provided some clues. Thete ate
more documents concerned with property to be unearthed. Above all
there are wills, This soutce remains largely unexploited. It will rake
a long time to sort through extant wills, but they seem to provide
hope of getting at the mentality and spirituality of the Crutched
Friars.

Amidst all of the misunderstanding, there exist a number of solid,
if partial, accounts of ‘the dim, little ordet.” However, nothing niew
has been published in mote than fifteen years?. It is time to con-
sider the new evidence about the Cratched Friars in the context of
previous work. From the outser, however, it must be remembered
that the history of the Crutched Friats is a jigsaw puzzle with 85%
of the pieces missing.

[t 1s known that on Aptil 1, 1247 Pope Innocent IV confirmed the
foundation by the knight Robert d’Oyry of a house of Brethren of
the Holy Cross at Whaplode in the diocese of Lincoln, south of
Boston and six miles east of Spalding. This place is included in the
carliest list of Croster houses, dating from 1248. The question is how
eatly had the Crosiers come to Whaplode. The prior, Thomas de

LE. and W, WAYLAND, Ofd London Churches (London. 1936). p. 19. D. Knowrss, The
Religions Orders in England { Cambridge. 19553, [, 203,

2 §. BECK, ,,The Order of the Holy Cross {Crutched Friars) In England, ., Transactions of
the Royal Hisrorical Sociery, 3rd ser,, VIE (1913), 191-208. J. BULLOCH, ., The Crurched
Friars, "', Records of the Scottish Church History Soqety. X, p. 2 (1950), 89-106. H. F. CHeT-
TLE, ,, The Friars of the Holy Cross in England . Hisfory, new ser. XXXIV (1949), 204-20.
R. N. HADCOCK, ., The Order of the Holy Cross in Irefand ™. pp. 44-53 in . A. WATT. o7 &/,
Medieval Studies Presented to Aubrey Guynn, §. J. (Dublin, 1961). J. M. Hayden, ,, The
Crosiers in England and France'’, Clairfien, XXII (1964 ), 01-109 (see also Croseer Heritage,
no. 8 (May 1983}, pp. 1-7). D. Knowles and R. N. Hadcock, Medfeval Religions Houses,
England and Water, 2nd ed. (London, 1971), pp. 208-11 (Compare this with the first cd.,
pp. 204-03). H. ScHorraNs, O.8.C., .. Crutched Friars in England "', Clarrfies VIII {1950),
91-94. See also D. E. EASSON, Medievad Religious Howser Scotland (Loadon. 1967), pp. 90-91,
119 and A. Gwynn and R. N. HADCOCK, Medieval Refigious Howuses, Ireland (London, 1970).
pp. 208-217.
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Cressi, ‘et frarribus suis’ of the 'ordinis sancte crucis’ received a cha-
pel, buildings, a garden, an ash grove and six and a half acres of land
at least by 1246 and perhaps as early as 1240. The monastery, known
as St. Mary de Novo Loco, remained in Crosier hands until abouc
1260 when it was given back to Oyry's son-in-law in recurn for 100
shillings. He in turn gave it to the priory of St. Mary, Spalding?.

It is well known that the chronider Matthew Paris records the ap-
pearance at the synod of Rochester on Oct. 31, 1244 of religious cal-
led cross bearing brethren, carrying papal credentials, who asked for
domicile in England and claimed special privileges. The Crutched Fu-
ars have been dismissed as candidares because each of the crucifer
who came to Rochester carried a cross, while Crutched Friats wore
their crosses on theit scapulat. But in the eatly 1250s the Crosiers who
arrived in Paris, indisputably the confreres of the Crutched Friars, also
cach carried a cross®.

On September 10, 1244, just before the synod of Rochester, King
Henry Il of England had granted protection to the ‘fratres ordinis
sancrae Marie de ordine Crucifetorum’’. The words Saint Mary
would seem to exclude the Crutched Friars, bug it must be remem-
bered that the house at Whaplode was called St. Maty of the New
Place.

The old place might have been the hospital of St. Mary of
Ospringe in the southeast near Canterbury. This house was founded
before 1234 for 2 master and three brethren professed of the order of
the Holy Cross. On July 8, 1252 the gift ar an eatlier date of land at
Caldwell to ‘St. Mary and the Order of the Friass of the Holy Cross'
is recorded. If this was a Crutched Friar house it ceased being so at
least by 1470, but most probably by the early fourteenth century, by

3 Calendar of Charter Rolis, 1f, 127. Katleen Major, |, An Uaknown House of Crurched Fri-
ars at Whaplode . Arebitectural Soctetios of Lincoln and Northampron. Reporis snd Papers,
KL {1935). pt. 2, pp. 149-154. C. R. HERMANS. ed. Ansnales Canonicorumm Regubarium 8. As-
gartini Ordings 5. Crucis ... ('s Herrogenbosch, 1838), I1. 65. The papal confirmadon of 1247
in the Spalding carrulaty is addressed 1o the |, priori et fracribus sancte crucis de Quappelod
ordinis sancti Augustini Lincolniensis diocesis™ . {fol. 204b).

4 Marthew PARIS, Chrondce Majora (Rolls Setics 37). IV, 393-94. Bulloch, ,, Cruiched Fri-
as™’. pp. 97-98. J. M. HAYDEN, ,, From Inspiration to Mediocrity : The Early Modem Cros-
siers of Paris ', Clarrfien XLV {1978), 31-52.

5 Calendur of Patent Rofls (CPR), 1232-47, p. 435. Other early grants of royal protection
came on October 17, 1249 |, fratres de ordine Sascte Crucis. CPR, 1248-58, p. 51: March 18,
1250 for the master and brethren of the hospital of $1. Mary of Crutched Friars (., crucifero-
rum'’), ibid., p. 62; and September 1265, procection for the Friars of the Order of the Holy
Cross, CPR, 1258-66, p. 456,
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which time it seems to have become an independent hospital. On the
other hand, sixteenth century recollections spoke of the original
membets wearing a cross on their shoulder. This might ndicate thar
the hospital was of Hospitaller ortgin ®.

Another candidate for old St. Maty was a hospital founded about
1217 at Reigate, in Susrey south of London, with the title of St. Maty
and the Holy Cross. Some sources have connected this house with the
Cruiched Friars. The confusion seems to have come through a mix-
ing of the accounts of the founding of the Reigate hospiral and the
Londen house of the Crutched Friars. By the early sixteenth century,
at least, Reigate was an Augustinian priory 7.

Matters ate further confused by the fact chat the eracifers of Italy
had a special devotion to Maty. They may have established houses in
England and Ireland. The Order of St. Mary of Bethlehem founded
a hospital in London in 1247, It became the infamous insane asylum
known as Bediam. Finally, the Brethren of the Penitence of the Holy
Martyrs, which was also considered to be a crucifers order, had a
hospital at Guilford, south of London, for a tme beginning in
1260°*

In 1496 the Crutched Friars claimed that they had formerly
possessed a hospital of the Holy Cross in the eastern city of Col-
chester. Their claim was upheld and they took possession of the
hospital. If the claim was valid, there is another candidate for a pre-
Whaplode settlement by the Crutched Friars. A hospital was founded
in Colchester abour 1230 for the brethren of the [Holy Cross. There
are a number of references in royal documents to the brethren of the

6 Victoria County History (VCH) Kene, 11, 222.24. Calendar of Charter Rofls, 1, 3%4. Sce
also Calendar of Close Rolfs (CCR), 18 Heney (11, mm. 12-13.

7 Beck, |, Holy Cross'', pp. 204-05 uniavels Reigate and London. VCH Swrrey, 11 105-07
does not. CPR, 1324-29, p. 326 (1328) refers 10 che ,,piot and canons of Holy Cross,
Raygate''. Bur ,, prior acd brethren’' or . prior 2nd friges” is the way the Cruiched Friars are
described in all other documents. |, Prior and canons is always used with reference to Reigare,
while for ocher hospirals, such as Ospringe, ., master™' of ,. warden ™" and ., brethren'' is the
usual style.

8 Knowless, Refigrons Houses, pp. 218-11, 250, 372. Hadcock, |, Holy Cross in Treland ™',
pp. 45-46. Beck, ,,Holy Cross™’, pp. 198-200. K. Elm ef @.. .. The Penitents of the Holy Mar-
yts'”, Crosier Herttage, no. 19 (May 1986}, pp. 12-16. K. Elm, . Aa Hitherto Unknown 17th
Century Corsespondence between Bohemian and Belgian Crosiers, (1673-1614)", Croxer
Heritage, no. 19 (May 1986), pp. 1-11. Eim's description of the Penitents’ practice of
fabricacing false letters {pp. 3, 12) makes them a candidate for being the cructfers of 1244 at
Rochester who claimed special privileges. But they were not known to carry a cross and they
were evidently organized berween 1250 znd 1256.
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hospital of the Holy Cross in Colchester. The Crutched Friars may
well have held chis hospital from the 1230's until sometime in the
late fourteenth century, though they may have been gone as early as
1283. As will be seen the Crutched Friars were definitely in Col-
chester between 1496 and 1538. No trace remains today except
Crouch Street?

None of the later foundations of the Crutched Friars were
hospirals. Pethaps the earliest Crutched Friars were hospitallers or her-
mits of the type proposed by Pr. Van Rooijen who were teplaced after
1248 by new, mote organized Peter de Walcourt type Crosiers from
the house at Huy. Some of the eatly type Crosiers may have gone
their own way. This could explain why places like Colchester, Ospr-
inge a2nd Reigate seem to have had some connection with the Crut-
ched Friats in the eatly part of the thirteenth century '

Whatever the case with Ospringe, Reigate and Colchester, there is
no question that Whaplode was a house of the Belgian Crosiers, the
Crutched Friars. A second certain connection is found in 1249 when
‘the prior of St. Cross of Licge,” unquestionably a Crosier, who
already owned land in Warenford in Northumberland, was granted
a chapel there. No settlement is recorded. Evidently, the Crutched
Friats were dispossessed by the Bishop of Durham whe, in 1257, had
granted them four acres of land in Osmothetly, Yorkshire. Again,
nothing seemed to have come of this grant®

A problem with all of these possible eatly settlements is that, with
the exception of Whaplode, they are not mentioned by name in
Pope Innocent’s bull of 1248 concerning the whole order. Innocent,
however, indicated that he was mentioning only some of the posses-
sions of the Crosiers. Another possibility is that one or more of the
names of several houses of uncertain location — Cubley, Libinis,
Cumburgh and Hamuletrad — can be connected with Ospringe,
Reigate, Colchester or Warenford.

9 Cherde, ,, Friars'', p. 210. Beck, . Holy Cross”’, p. 203. Knowles, Refigionr Hozsess,
210. 353 The Crucched Friars were sometimnes known as Crouch(ed) Friars and Crossed Friars.

0 Much more work temains to be done. For theorics of the earliest days of the Crosiers
compare twe wotks by H. van Rooijen, O.5.C., De oarsprong van de Orde der Kruishroeders
of Kruisherer (Lichtiand - Diest, 1961), A History of the Croster Order (Fort Wayne, 1962}
and reports 0n his newest work Eeclesia Sanctae Cruces de Claro Loco by M. Corone, 0.8.C. in
Crosrer Heritage, no. \1 {Jan. 1984, pp. 1-13 ard no. 14 (Jan. 1985), pp. 10-11.

1 Knowles, Refigions Hownies, p. 211, Beck, . Holy Cross™’, pp. 200-¢1.
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On October 12, 1248 Innocent IV evidently asked the Bishop of
Lincoln to ensure thart featres Sanctae Crucis tived according to the
rule of St. Augustine and stawtes of the Dominicans but with their
own habit and common possessions. This would seem to be part of
an attempt to move from the original informal organization to
something more settled. The Crutched Friats of the later thirteenth
century do seem to have been centrally organized. There are
references to Peter, prior provincial of England, as early as 1256. Near
the end of the thirteenth century the provincial was Jacobus, an
Englishman who had studied in Paris and joined the Crostets there.
Between 1304 and 1308 he was the general of the whole order '?,

The next house afier Whaplode whose foundarion as a Crutched
Friar house is certain is the London house. Matthew Paris notes the
presence of Crutched Friars in London in 1249, The first trace in royal
records is the grant by King Henry III of permission te build a oratory
in London on May 18, 1269. The king did mention that the foun-
ding was conditional on the fiiars gerting money from the bailiffs of
London whom the king had ordered to produce it ‘some time ago.’
How long ago ‘some time’ was is not known. Neither is it known if
the Friars obtained the money .

In 1270 the king gave them six oaks suitable for building.
Sometime after that they built theit monastery near the Tower of
London. The street that ran by their monastery is still known as Crut-
ched Friars, though nothing remains of the monastery which was
located immediately east of the church of St. Olave. Some sources
give the foundation date as 1282, others cite 1298 or 1319, The Crut-
ched Friars definitely obtained land near the Tower of London about
1285. In 1291 a will made teference to ‘a tenement in Woderavelane
near the church of the Brethern of the Cross.' By 1292 they were
teceiving occasional royal gifts™,

It would seem that the Crutched Friars artived in Lendon about
1260, perhaps coming from Whaplode. They then may have lived in

12 Major, ,,Unknown ™', p. 152. Beck, . ,Holy Cross”’, pp. 200-201. Hearicus Russelius,
0.5.C., Chronicon Cruciferorum (Cologre, 1633), pp. 69-70.

13 Liberate Rofls, 53 Henry 111, m. 6.

H CCR, 1268-72. p. 232. John Stow, The Survey of London (London, 1956), pp. 132-33.
Russeitus. Chronicon, n.p. Cheshire Record Office, Cholmondeley Collection. R, R. Sharpe,
ed. Caleredar of Wilis Proved and Enrolied n the Court of Husting, London, A.D. 1238 - A.D.
1688 (London, 1889), I, 98. The first known will leaving possessions to the Crurched Frairs
aof London dares from 1325, #béd., 311. Professor Michae! Bennerr of the Univessity of Tasmania
drew this source to my atrention.
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one or more places in London as they gathered cnough support to
build their petmanent monastety near the Tower of London. Two of
the early benefactors, Ralph Hosier and Willilam Sabernes, evidently
joined the order about 1298 3.

What of the other houses? The next house after London was
located southeast of Buty St. Edmunds in Welnetham. Herte exists
the only certain remnant of a Crurched Friar house — a fragment of
the corner of the chapel. The house standing beside the remnant,
formerly known as Chapel Farm, now called Crutched Friars, pro-
bably incorporates at least part of the monastery. The architecture,
characteristic of the Netherlands, would seem to confirm the local
tradition.

The monastery at Welnetham was founded sometime before 1274.
There is a chance that the Whaplode Crutched Friars came here first
and then went on to London. The patron was S5t. Thomas Martyr,
that 1s Thomas a Beckett. In 1293 the Crutched Friars of Welnetham
received a grant of a chapel at Batham. to the west, twelve miles
southeast of Cambsidge. Here was founded the monastery of St.
Margaret. Both houses lasted until closed by King Henry VIIT in 1538
but over time they had become dependent on the London monastery.
There is 2 house at Barham thay may contain some remnant of the
monastery. Informal archeological digging seems to have recovered
some Crurched Friat artifacts ¢,

In 1342 the Crutched Friars tried to found a house at Oxford w
provide room for 13 members of the order to study at the university.
They ran into apposition from both the bishop and from Merton
College. The reason for the opposition was intetference with tevenues
from the faithful. The Crutched Friars were not just establishing a
house of studies, they wished to carty on an active apostolate. After
several confrontations the foundation failed. After 1352 there is no
more mentioned of the Crutched Friars in Oxford except for the sell-
ing of their property in 1362 "7,

15 For the confused story of the two benefactors see Beck. |, Holy Cross'', pp. 204-05.

16 8. H.A. HERVEY, Great and Little Whelnetharn (1910), pp. 301-06, 380-94. Index of
Inguisitions ad quod damnun:, 21 Edward |, File XEX, no. 14. Pembroke College, Cambridge,
Batharm M35 B 6, V 9. These M5S were kindly supplied by the Pembroke College librarian Miss
Jayne Ringrose, See alse VCH Cambridgesbire, 11, 291-92.

7 VCH Oxford, 11, 148--49. A. Clark, cd. A Survey of the Antiguities of the City of Ox-
Jord Composed in 1661-6 by Anthony Wood (Oxford, 1890). pp. vi-viil. 48, 488.-492. Mer-
ton College, Records 7, 8, 1861. CPR, 1340-43, pp. 493, 498-99.
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The Oxford foundation seems to have been parc of a plan for
future expansion, but the Oxford house had to be abandoned.
Whatever role lack of finances played, not only was local opposition
invalved, but also the coming of the plagues which reduced the Crut-
ched Friars below the critical mass needed to maintain expansion.

The Black Death hit England in 1348. This plague and subsequent
recurrences brought a sharp decline in the populauon. This un-
doubtedly affected the Crutched Friars. In 1350 there was z total of
only thirteen in the London monastery. Berween 1363 and 1372 ten
Crutched Friars of London were ordained '*. Welnetham and
Barham were never very large, with perhaps four or five members
each. No estimate exists for the Oxford house, but it is unlikely that
it ever reached the thirteen for which it was designed. Assuming that
the London house lost 33% of its members berween 1348 and 1350,
there may have been seventesn members in 1347, with perhaps as
many as twenty in the other houses (unless one or more of Ospringe,
Colchester and Reigate were still Crutched Friar houses).

In the late thirteenth century and the first half of the fourteenth
there were several other failed attempts to found Crutched Friar
Houses. There may have been an artempr at Boston in 1282, however
this was more likely a Hospitaller foundation. In about 1307 the
Crutched Friars tried to establish themselves in the northern city of
York, but they werc turned out by Archbishop Greenfield. From
York they evidently went further north to Kildale, where, about
1310, they received land and a chapel. In 1312 Archbishop Green-
field placed the house, then being built, under interdicr and in 1315
forbade the use of the chapel. These actions were taken because he
felt that the order did not have papal approval

Whether or not the Crutched Friars left Kildale in 1315 of not, no
permancnt monastety was established. The one othet appearance in
the north was at Farndale, a few muiles south of Kildale, where the
Cruiched Friars were granted ten acres in 1347 for the establishment
of an oratory and a house. Ne record exists of what happened. Most
probably the Black Death ended this sertlement also. In 1349 the
friars of the Hely Cross were given permission to acquire land in

18 Chertle, ., Friars’’, pp. 212-13. The large number of ordinations relative to total numbers
points to the canonical nance of the Crucched Friars.

19 Knowles, Re/igions Honses, pp. 210-11. Chetde, , . Friaws'', p. 218. Calendar of Papal
Lereres, ¥, 52, 149. CFR, 1307-13, p. 274.
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Wotton Under Edge in Gloustetshire. The purpose of the foundation
was the celebration of divine service and the maintenance of a free
school. This is the only insrance in England of the connection of &
school with the Crutched Friars. One histotian claimed thar there was
some connection with this house and the one at Oxford. Whether 2
plan to move into education was undetway ot not, nothing came of
the foundation. Undoubtedly the Black Death was again implicated.
There was one other proposed foundation in the late 1340s ar
Chewton Mendip. Nothing seems to have come of this®.

The Crutched Friats must have been working from a very slim
base, however, for in 1341 the king freed them from certain taxes ‘as
the king was learned that they ate so slenderly endowed that their
goods do not suffice for the maintenance of the prior and brethren
and they have nothing wherewith to live except they receive outside
help.’ They seem to have remained in this state for in 1367 they were
pardoned for having illegally occupied a building granted to them ‘in
consideration of the fact that the said house... is poorly en-
dowed” .

In the period after the Black Death, with the exception of the fe-
occupation of Colchester in 1496, only one house was founded —
that of Donningron, one mile north of Newbury. About 1376 Sir
Richard Abberbury established a chapel in Donnington to be staffed
by two Crutched Friars. He later established a poor house nearby and
tequired the inhabitants to attend Mass ar the Crutched Friars chapel.
Thete were allegations later by Sir Richard’s heirs, that the Crutched
Friats were not keeping their part of the bargain. The house,
however, remained in existence until 1538. A small fragment of the
monastery may be built into 2 house still standing on the site. The
local historians, however, are totally confused about the narure of the
monastery and its inhabitants 2,

The Crutched Friars expansion of the mid fourteenth century was
stopped by the Black Dcath. The houses of Welnetham, Barham,
Donnington and Colchester never amounted to much. The London

0 CPR. 1345-48, p. 370; 1348-50, p. 268. Knowles, Redigions Houses, p. 211. Chextle,
. Froars'', p. 216. Public Records Office, Lirts and Indexes. XXI1, 442.20.

2t CCR. 1341-43, p. 175. CPR, 1364-67, p. 383.

22 VCH Berkshire, 11, 91-92, IV, 96. CPR, 1599-1401, p. 469; 1456-52, p. 169. Calendar
of Papal Letters, V, 12-13. Por an example of local confusion see D. Barwon, ., A History of
Donnington Priory””, Transections of the Newbury Dissrict Field Club, X1, no. 1 (1983), pp.
20-31.
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house, however, continued as a significant foundation. Its history in
the fourteenth century is cutious. Recently discovered charters seem
to indicate that it was involved in an unusual land assembly plan in
the area around the Tower of London #. To a much greater extent
than usual the Crutched Friars of London were being given land in
one area, the parish of St. Olave. What was involved is not known.

The rest of the known story, with one exception, concerns the ex-
ploits of men who do not seem to have been particulatly religious.
The exception is one Elias Belhomme. In 1350 he was given the
king's protection while ‘collecting alms for the costly work of the
Virgin Mary' which had begun in the London House. Whatever this
‘costly work” was, Brother Elias was at work again in 1360 travelling
throughout England collecting alms #.

The other travellers of the fourteenth century were of a different
sort. In 1316 the sheriffs and bailiffs of England were called on to ar-
rest ‘vagabond friars of the otder of the Holy Cross and deliver them
to the prior of their order for punishment.” In 1352 the sheriffs of
England were given a mandate to atrest and deliver to the prior in
London two vagabond Crutched Friars, John Lumbard and John de
Stoke Neylond. In 1359 three members of the London house stole
goods worth 1-87 13s 4d, along with the common seal and fifteen
papal documents, from the monastery 3.

The priots of London wete involved in some strange exploits in the
fourtcenth century. The prior of London was pardoned in 1371 for
his part in forcibly seizing 2 castle that belonged to the uncle of one
Thomas Peytevyn. The uncle had put the young Thomas iato the
London house. Thomas had subsequeady gained release from his
vows and the prior joined in the attack to retrieve his rightful pro-
perty while his uncle was fighting in France. In 1391, the then Lon-
don priot, John Bures, was pardoned for unspecified reasons for join-
ing in an expedition that broke into the London residence of the
Bishop of Bath and Wells and stole silver vessels worth 600 marks.
The final note of a London prior in trouble with the law before the

1 Cheshire Record Office, Cholmondeley Collection. 23. Dr. Derek Keene of the Univer-
sity of London brought this material to my atienton. He also provided information conceming
the precise location of the London monastery. Sce also Sharpe, #7s. 1, 400 (1335), 672
(1353).

2 CPR, 1330-34, p. 445; 1358-61, p. 319.

% CPR, 1313-17, p. 312; 1347-58, p. 279. Cheule, , Friars’, p. 213.
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Reformation was recorded in 1432, The prior, John Asshewelle, pro-
mised not to tnvolve himself any longer in magic, necromancy or
sorcery %,

From the late thirteenth century onward, and especially from 1331
onward, the London Crutched Friars began to amass property in
various places but especially, as has been noted. in the parish of St.
Olzve in London. Thete scem to have been a significant number of
bequests in the period from about 1340 to 1353 and then very linle
for the rest of the century. Students of wills have noted an increas-
ing number of bequests to the Crutched Friats in the fifteenth cen-
tury. This would cortespond with the pattern of decline and then
reform. During the worst petiod there were complaints about the
filth in a number of ateas atound the Tower, including a road beside
the Crutched Friars church which was described in 1372-73 as being
inpassible 2.

Another trend, first evident in the fourteenth century and conti-
nuing on until the last days of the order, was the incorporation of in-
dividuals as gy associates of the order, evidently in return for dona-
tions. On two occasions at least this includes turning over part of the
monastery for living quarters .

The fifteenth century was a time of teform. Although in 1390
Gitbert, prior of Welnetham and John Lynot, probably the prior of
London, were given foyal petmission to travel by sea ouside the
kingdom, there do not seem to have been any Crutched Friars at the
reform General Chapter to the Order, held at Huy in 1410. Crutched
Friars were at the General Chaptet in 1426, They attended twenty-
eight mote times in the fiftcenth century and every year but one bet-
ween 1500 and 1536%

% CCR, 1369-74, pp. 242-44; 1429-35, p. 150. CPR, 1391, p. 429.

27 CPR, 1330-34, pp. 41, 49, 223, 416: 1334-38. p, 222 134043 p. 345 Index of In-
quitstions ad Quod Demnum, File CCXXIV, no. | CCXXXV, no. 24. Sharpe, W, 1, 453,
467, 543, 636-37, 672 11, 130, 158, 213, 247, 317, 347-48. 628. E. F. Jacob. The Fifteenth
Century, 1399-1485 (Oxford, 1961}, pp. 296-97. A. H. Thomas, ed. Calendar of Plec and
Memoranda Rodls of the City of Londos, 11. 14041, 156. This reference was provided by Pro-
fessor Sue Sheridan Walker of Nertheastern Hlinois Universicy.

2 Chetde, Friars”, p. 212. Hervey, Whelnetharz, p. 384. Letter o the author from
Richard Hayward, November 15, 1986. Connections with the Bures family in Loadon merit
special atrenzion. The process of association of laymen alse wook place at Colchester where
Thomas Paycocke was 2n associate. See Bileen Power, The Paycockes of Coggesbhal! {London,
1020), p. 54. See also Eileen Power, Meddeval People (London, 1963). p. 168.

2 CCR. 1389-92. pp. 540, 570. A. van de Pasch, ed. Definities der Generale Kapittels van
de Orde van het H. Kruis, 1410-1786) (Def. ) {Brussels, 1969). pp. 23-53. Van Rooijen,
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The first recorded visitation of the English monasteties took place
in 1428, In charge were Conrad Anderbach of Cologne and Herman
Piddel of Venlo. In 1431 came the fitst of a series of transfers of
English Crosiers to continental houses. Frater Roland of London was
sent to the monastery in Liege. In 1441 he or another Roland from
London, was transferred to Namur “in poenitentia.’

The first continental Crosiet transferred 1o England for penance was
Wilhelm de Tongres, a conventual of Namur, in 1462, Six years
earlier the reformation of the English houses had begun in earnest
Wilhelm de Zutphen was made vicar general of England and given
full authority. Three priests and a subdeacon from various
monasteries were sent with him to England .

In 1489 Johann van Essen ftom the monastery of Marienfrede, an
author of a Yatin dictionary, was sent to England to bring both
discipline and instruction in the ars. In 1492 the priors of the
monasteries of Hoorn and Nievwland were sent along with Christian
of Cologne to teform the London house. Christian remained as the
prior of London*'. In 1495 a contingent of five continental Crosiets
wete sent to the London house, but it is not certain if they were be-
ing sent to reform ot be reformed. One of the group was 2 cook sent
as a resule of pleas from some of the European Crosiers resident there.

In 1502 the first visitation of the English houses by Crutched Friars
took place. The priors of London and Donnington were the visitots.
In 1505 the prior of London became the vicar general for England.
From the late fifteenth century undl 1512 it 15 not clear if an
Englishman was prior of London. The subpriors were often from the
continent, William 2 Rivo, master general, exiled himself in England
after he was eased out of office in 1521. He went to Donnington and
then to London where he died in 1528,

Until the end there wete a number of continental Crosiers in the
London and Colchester houses. The London Crutched Friars seemed

History of the Crosier Order, p. 196. In the following paragraphs all informarion ahout deaths,
visitations, transfers and the appointment of vicars and provincials comes from Def. ualess
otherwise stated. The information is listed by year.

3 Def. pp. 103, 117. A curious footaote o the seties of transfers 10 and from Englacd is
that in 1402 Pope Boniface IX zppointed a Crosicr, Theodore Bloc of Asperen, to the Scot-
ush see of Sodor. Since Scotlznd was loyal to the Pope of Avignon at chis time, the appoint-
ment probably had no effect. Cheude, | Frars ™', p. 218.

31 Bulloch, ., Crutched Friars'', p. 103.

32 Russelius, Chromicon, pp. 137-42.
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to have a close contact with the Durch community in London. In
1459 and 1495 confraternitics were established for members of that
community ».

In 1490 the London monastery burned down. An indulgence was
granted to contributors to the rebuilding. On December 22, 1514
Pope Leo X granred a similar indulgence to conttibutors because the
buildings, except for the church, had burned down while the number
of friars had doubled. On the other hand, there were unusually large
numbers of deaths in the London house in 1501, 1515, 1318 and
1519 — a tota! of sixteen *.

On December 22, 1514 Pope Leo X also granted an indulgence to
those who contributed to the redevelopment of the Colchester
monastery which had been refounded in 1496 to house four Crutched
Friars of English birth. In addition, on Aupust 13, 1516 Leo evidently
granted the priors of the Colchester and London houses the extraor-
dinary right to wear the pontificalia — the dress of a bishop, in-
chiding mitre, pectoral cross and ring. In the same month Leo
granted the Master General the right to attach a special indulgence
to rosaries. The reason for this outpouring of papal privilege to a very
small religious order on the eve of the Reformation deserves careful
study .

The last days of the Crutched Friars monastery in London were
eventful. In 15332 William Crochun, a bachelor of divinity and
evidently a Crutched Friar, teported that John Dryver the London
ptior {and previously the prior of Colchester} had said a number of
things against King Henry VIII while eating with his brethren in the
London monastery. He encouraged them to keep to their religion and
said that the king would soon have a fall. If the king should close
religious houses as was rumored, Dryver said of Henry that ‘whereas
tofore he was called Defensor Frdei, he should be called Destructor

33 PCH London, 1, 515. Chetile, | Friars'', p. 213. Bulloch, .. Crutched Fraits™', p. 101.

34 Def., pp. 219-70. Britisch Libraty MS n. 1A, 55480. Lezzers and Papers of Henry VI,
1, 1484 Def.. pp. 222-23, 262, 267-69.

35 Lesters and Papers of Henyy VI, 1, 1484, Lewer of Jan. 15, 1988 from Dr, A
Ramackers, 0.5.C., quoting a document in the general archives of the Crosiers copied from the
Vatican Archives (Leo X, Bull, div. An. IV, ¥, VL. Tom. IH, lib. 217, no. 1207, f. 296. Hes-
mans, Awsales, I, 16-17). Despite the stipulation that the Colchester Crutched Friars were
o be of English bitth, 2 number of the inhubitanes of the house were from the continent.
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Fidei." The truth of the report was witnessed by Robert Balle also 2
Crutched Friar. Dryver admitted that he had said these things. Ie is
not heatd of again, In 1535 Balle was prior of London %,

Before Balle got his reward another prior Edward Streatham had
had his own time of difficulty. John Barrelot, one of the agencs of
Thomas Cromwell who was orchestrating the closure of monasteries,
claimed that he had discovered Streatham in bed with his whore. The
prior agreed to pay blackmail. When a second request for money was
made, Streatham refused and took Bartelot to court. Bartelor was
found guilty and Streatham innocent. It was Streatham who signed
the Act of Supremacy for the Crutched Friars in 1543, There is no
reason to believe thar this was connected with the Bartelot affair,
since the pressute to sign was great, the penalty for not signing was
often a brutal death .

Death was a common feature of life near the Tower of London. In
1537 Thomas Lord Fytzgarrard was hanged and beheaded and then
buried at the Crutched Friars. In 1538 Sir Thomas Percy was
beheaded and buried in the same place. In both instances the crimes
were armed religious revolt against the king. La both instances those
buried at the Crutched Friars were treated less brurally than others ex-
ecuted at the same time *.

Why burial at Crutched Friars was considered special is not known.
The recent past of the house would not seem to have made it popular
with Henry VIII. In 1532 there had been the comments of Joha
Dryver. In 1535 the Crutched Friars had let the Spaniards resident in
London celebrate the victory of Emperor Charles V in Africa in their
church after the Austin Friars hed tefused because they did not know
what the king would think. Also in 1535 George Rowland, evidently
a Crutched Friar, was reported to have encouraged a penitent to re-
main firm in the old faith. The Bishop of Rochester came to the
Crutched Friars in 1536 and forbade four of five priests, including a
doctor, to hear confessions. This prohibition indicates that the Crur-

36 Letters and Papers of Henry VI, V. 531. VCH, London. p. 514.

37 G H. Cook, ed. Lefters to Cromwell and Otbers on the Suppression of the Monasteries
(London, 1965), pp. 43-44. Letters and Papers of Henry VI, VII, 255.

38 J. G. Nichols, ed. Chronicle of the Grey Friars of Londor, Camden Society, old series,
no. 53 (London, 1852), pp. 39, 41.38.
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ched Friars were holding to the old religion. The menton of a doctor
is the one and only indication of such a degree among the English
Crosiers %

The end in London came on November 12, 1538. Six Crutched
Friars signed the Deed of Surrender: Raphael Turner, Godfridus
Borkyn. John Smyth, Roger Hoptun, Johan Hyx and Peter Damas.
On November 30 the two remaining Crutched Poars living 1o an
English moenastety, Henry White, the vicar and provincial of England
who was described as a very old man, and Richard Ungull signed the
Deed of Surrender for Donningron. Welnetham and Barham were
treated as part of the property of the London house. Whart happened
in Colchester is not known %

Brothers White and Ungull are known to have been offered pen-
sions. Russelius indicates that a aumber of the Crurched Friars went
t0 Belgium. Hermans lists four who died on the continent: Father
Richard of London, Fathers Simon Bex and Henty who had served in
England but were otiginally from the monastery of Roermond and
Thomas Bontzom whom he calls the founder of the Colchester house.
The death of John Smith who was a member of the London house in
1538 was recorded in 1539 at the monastery of Marienfrede, The fate
of the others is not known .

The number of Crutched Friars alive at the time of the supptession
of the monasteries is not known. In 1514 the number of Crutched
Friats in London was said to have recently doubled, but there had
been at least sixteen deaths since then. It is doubtful that there had
been many recruits duting the 1530s. What is known is that, despite
the betrayal of John Dryver and the lies spread about Edward
Streatham, the Crutched Friars were living a life in conformity with-
their vows when they were closed down by royal authority.

What of the spirituality of the Crutched Friars? It is known that
they were involved in something special connected with the Blessed
Virgin in the mid fourteenth century. If Ospringe and Reigare were
Crutched Friar houses, then the order in England may have had

39 VCH, London, p. 513, Letters and Papers of Henry VII, X, 130, 190.

40 Eighth Repors of the Daputy Keeper of Public Records (London. 1847), pp. 19, 28. Les-
ters and Papers of Henry VIII XIIL (2), 320. 438, 478-79: X1V (1), 42; XV, 544. Chenle,
,.Friars”", p. 211,

41 Russelins, Chromicon, p. 151. Hermans, Awnles, I, pu. 2, p. 18. Def.. p. 324. For the
deaths of other possible Crutched Friars after the closing of the English houses see Appendix.
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a special devotion to Mary from the beginning. The wills that have
been consulted so far seem to indicate that the London Crutched
Friars were like their confretes in Pasis in forming close connections
with the lay community around them and in adopting the popular
piety of the day. At least two wills menuon that the testator wished
to be butied in the Crutched Friar Church in London next to the
Scala Caeli — the Stairs of Heaven, whatever that might have been.
One final note is in order conceining spitiruality. The Crutched Friars
seem to have referred to themselves almost exclusively as brethren of
the Holy Cross. The only record to come to light thar is differenc is
a reference in 1496 to the ordination as a deacon of brother John
Bredfotd, canon of the Holy Cross of che house ar Barham ¢

Even though the history of the Crurched Fnars is still a jigsaw puz-
zle with most of the pieces missing, it is possible to suggest the
following pattern. The first Crutched Friars atrived in England at least
by 1244, perhaps as early as 1230. Some of the earliest Crutched
Friars may haye been involved in the running of hospitals, either for
the sick or the poor. If so, this activity seems to have ceased by at
least the eatly fifteenth century. .

The reorganization of the order on the continent in the 1240s
seems to have resulted in a more formal organization in England.
There was an expansion plan underway in the mid fourreenth cen-
tury which included a house of studies at Oxford and pethaps the
establishment of schools. The Black Death and lack of funds brought
an end to these efforts.

In the second half of the fourteenth century there was an effort to
establish a special devotion to the Blessed Virgin. The process of ac-
quiring land continued. Cennection with the community around the
London house grew, leading to associate memberships and to some
strange exploits on the part of some priors.

The reform of the order in 1410 had definite repercussions in
England. Beginning in 1428 there were many visitations of the
English houses, at first by Crosiets from the continent. In the 1450s
and 60s there were vicars general appointed from the continent. In
the early sixteenth century Englishmen took over the jobs of visita-

42 Letters and Papers of Henry VI, 11, 1324, 1. Darlington, ed., London Contistory Court
Wills, 1492-1547 {London, 1967), p. 54. Pembroke College, MS V 9.
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tion and the position of vicar general and provincial, There was also
a significant amount of transferring of Crutched friars to different
houses, including continental houses and of the transfer of continen-
tal Crosiers to English houses. In both ¢ases this was sometimes for
the sake of penance and sometimes for the sake of helping reform in
the house to which the transfer was made.

In the 1530s the Crutched Friars were still small in number bur
seemingly in good shape. A number of them resisted the changes in-
stituted by Henry VI and the order had e be forced out of ex-
istence. This would be very different from the case in France at the
end of the eighteenth century, when the Croisiers put themselves out
of existence.

Prof. Dr. Michael HAYDEN
University of Saskatchewan
Canada

APPINDIX

KNoOwWN CRUTCHED FRIARS

1234 Fr. Galfridus (O.5.C.?7) of Ospringe granted surplus of corn by King
(Claose Rolls).

1235 John, prior of the hospital of the Holy Cross {0.5.C.?) received a
grant of land (VCH).

1246 Thomas de Cress, priot of Whaplode { Major).

1256 Brother Peter prior of the Brethren of the Holy Cross in England
(Beck).

1260  Peter prior provincial of Order of Holy Cross in England (Major).

1269 Frater Pegryr prior provincialis fratrum sancte crucis in Anglia

(Major ),

1275 Br. Fenry of chapel of St. Thomas of Linle Welnetham {ev. prior)
(CPR).

1298 Adlzm prior of London {may be confused with Reigate) (VCH).

1298 (ca.) William Sebem, Ralph Hosier, two London citizens and
benefactors of order took habit under prior Adam (may be confused
with Reigate) (VCH, Beck).
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5 Feb. death of Jacobus Anglus, came from England as an adoles-
cent to study in Paris, joined O.S.C., procurator Paris convent. pro-
vincial of England elected Master General, evidendy in 1304
{Hermans).

Prior Adgemn (VCH).

Br. Richard Heyne of Convent of Betgham ordained deacon
(Barham),

Br. Alexander Cressener of Kelyngham of priory of Berghham or-
dained subdeacon (Batham).

Alexander Cresrenes (Barham) has leave to be ordained deacon by
any bishop (Barham).

Thomas [de Castro?], prior of Oxdord ot London (Cal. P. L.).

Efias Belbommee, proctor and messenger of London prior and con-
vent, collecting alms in England for costly work of Virgin Mary
begun in priory (CPR).

Jobn de Chastonte from London had papal grant to return to Lon-
don house which he had left without permission (Bulloch).

Jobn Lumbard and Jobn de Stoke Neylond, from London house,
vagabond in secular habit. arrest {CPR}.

Stmon Veal { called of Cornwall). prior of Oxford excommuanicared
{VCH).

Elfis Belbomme (cf. 1350), going to .. divers parts” of realm to col-
lect alms from the faithful (CPR).

Jobwr prior of London and Thomas Pepterysn. a former Crutched
Friar, accused of taking part in attack on a manor { Close Rolls).

Sizmorn Bachiler son of William left silver. etc. by his father
(Sharpe}.

Jobn Burer prior of London house { VCH).
Jobn Bures prior of London house (Shatpe ).
Jobn Lynoth, prior (VCH).

Gilbert, prior of St. Thomas Welnetham and br. Johr Lysor of that
order given permission to travel abroad ( Close Rells).









139

1404

1406

1426
1428

1431

1432

1435

1436
1438
1440
1440

1442

1454
1455

THE CRUTCHED FRIARS 165

John Bures prior, London (VCH). Joins with others in attack on
house of Bp. of Bath and Wells (CPR).

Wiltiam Grawnfeide prior of Donnington recetves indult from Pope
Boniface IX (VCH},

Br. John Westwode br. of Holy Cross ( probably Barham ) curate of
Linton (Barham).

Death of Wilbelmus | domus Londoniensis™ .

First record of an official visit to English houses — fr. Conradus de
Anderbach of Cologne and Fr. Hermanus Piddel of Venlo with 2
others ,, visitabunt Angliam cumn priote Hoyensi, qui dictos seu alios
in loco corumdem possit assumere secundum suam voluntatem '’

Fr. Rolandus |, convenrus Londoniensis stabit in convenwu Leo-

dienst " (cf. 1441).
Jobn Asshewelle, prior of London house accused of sorcery (Close
Rolls).

-

Death of fratres Gerbgrdus Eer and johannes Cleer. |, presbyteti con-

ventus Lundonensis '
Fr. Rudolphus, London., ., stabit in conventu 5. Agathe'".
Death of prior of London.

Peter Brsschop, ptior of London,

Thomas Haseley, cletk of crown referred to as brother of London
chapter.

Fr. Rolandus, pricst, London (cf. 1431) o scay for year in Namur
..in poenitentia'’. ‘

Fr. Nicholas de Malsen, priest. London ., stabic in domo Asperensis
In poentitentia .

Fr. Theodericus , conversus Nigrepaludis stabit per anoum in
Wartenis™',

Death of John Bartholomew, woty tutner and donor of stained glass
window for Crutched Friars, also brother of order (letter).

Death of Hrge ,.Londoniensts presbyter''.

Br. John Beverley of Order of the Holy Cross near Linton (Barham)
ordained priest at Ely {(Barham ).
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Fr. Lubbertns pricst of London house to stay at Barham | in
poenitentia’’.

Guilhelmus de Zuiphaniz made vicar General with full authority for
England. Sent with him:

Lucas de Helmont of Huy (priest)

Cristianzm montis Orientis (priest)

Jobannes Unkel Altinemoris (ptiest)

Guilhelmus, subdeacon of Bentlackensis,

Death of Fr. Lubbertus (probably at Barham).
Death of prior of London.

Wilhelmus from Tongtts |, stabit in aliquo conventu Anglie in
poenitentia gravioris culpe ad dictamen vicaru anglie .

Death of Wilbelmus Anglicus Londonensis,

Fr. Georgrus ., conventus Loenensis'* to stay for a year |, in conventu

Londonensis’’ .

Death of Petrus Bloer, prior . in Doncton™".
Death of Johannes Stancor prior of London.

Fr. Johannes Remack Yvodiensis in London house for years as con-
ventual,

Death of Thomar Lincol Londoniensis.
Death of priot and three brothers from London house. {cf. 1501).

Death of Jacobus .convenius Londoniensis [supprior (o
Varensis?''].

Death of Wylbelmus, ptior of London,
Death of fr. Rolandus de Cononio conventus Londoniensis.

Deaths of 3 English priests and one cleric:
Jobannes Pyers
Symeon Clementis
Johannes Ternen
Rudolphus Stephanus (clericus)

,.Ordinamus discretum frarrem Goswinum Noviomagii priorem in
Warten, plenaz auctoritate nostra et procUratofem Nostrem et conven-
tuurn fegnorum et tegrarum Anglie. Scotic, Hibernie er Walagre, et
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dilectum fr. Johannem Essendie [van Essen ) [from Macie Pacis,
author of Latin dictionary] informatarem in disciplina regulari
quam in artibus conventus et fratrum ordinis nostri in Lundonia
usque ad nostram revocationem '

Death of fr. Johannes ., presbyter in Londonie et cocus ibidem ™.
Christianus Coloniensis prior of London (Def. 1482, finc. ).
Death of {1, Jobaunes Verden Londoniensis, presbyteri.

Br. Williamz Frank, Order of the Holy Cross, of Bartham ordained
subdeacon (Barham).

Br. W, Frank, Batham, ordained deacon (Barham).

Sosfrednr ., donatus Hornensis' to be sent to London as cook
(1457 told to stay there as cook untit general chapter called him
back (sec also Def., 1496).

Fr. Baltazar conventus Hoyensis

fr. Johannes (van Leevdam ) Trajectensis

fr. Nocolawns Namurcensis

fr. Hinricur Quaet St. Agathe

all four |, stabunt in conventu nostro Lundonie usque ad revoca-
cionem'' by master general ,, ut conventuales ' The four plus
Sosfredus ., et erunt astricti in vircute obedientie et in remis-
sionem OMmnium peccatorum SUONuM comparere in conventu
nostro Gossenst in profesto Penccostes et ibi providebitur eis et
respondebitur eis de cunclis eis necessariis ad profocisendum Lun-
donia”’

Br. John Bredford, CANON of the Holy Cross of Bergham or-
dained deacorn at Downham { Barham ).

Br. John Bredford { Batham) ordained priest ( Batham).
Deach of Jobannes Sander, priest of London.

., Hoc anno visitabuni | but did they? | prior Alnetensis [ Lannoy |
cum socio assumendo conventus Warenensem, Londoniensem,
Donniutensem, Verbaen, et Sti Thome in Anglia™'.

Death of Fr. Wylbelmus Pryntes conventus Colsestrs.

Fr. Johanner Turnos conventual of Asperen until then in Landon
house returns to own convent.
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Deaths: Venerabilis prier Lzcas Londeniensis

Fr. Jobarner Leydamensy [MS B: Lendannus| supprior Londo-
nICnsis

Fr. Jokannes Hulst priest London

Fr. Albertus subdeacon London

Fr. Thowmas cletic London

Yr. Robertus cleric London.

Death of Johannes Francis London.

Fr. Thomar Londoniensis .. stabit in Donaton .

Fr. Jacobus Leodiensis , stabir in Donaton .

Petrres Novi fundi (Nienland. prov. Zeeland) ,.stabit in conventn
... Londoniensis’" (1530 w Colchester}

First visitation of English houses by English: priores of Donn-
ington and London.

Petrus Novi fundi to Colchester.

Fr. Jobhannes Millendonck {conventua) of Brandenburg) to stay in
London uncl father general calls back {1509 1o St. Thomas, 1510
to Donnington ).

Fr. Nicolans |, conventus Landeniensis stabit in Donaton '™ until
father gencral calls him back.

Death of Fr. Andrear , subprior in Donaton’".

Fr. Nicolzus |, convenius Londoniensis in priorem convenrus
nostri Tholosani''.

fr. Petrses Novi fondi [ Nieuwland ] .. stabit in conventu nastro
Londoniense .

Priors of Donnington and London visit throughout England. John
Coloniensis and prior of Donnington visit London.

Ft. Cornmelins Grey Londoniensis et fr. Franciscus Venlensis
. revertantur ad conventum suum nativam .

death of ft. Richardus Utrnan: London.
Fr. Leonardizs Venlensis ,, stabit in conventu Colsistrensi’”.

Fr. Johannes Venlo conventus Worckensis. priest to stay a¢ Donn-
ington.

Fr. Alerdus Schedamensis to stay in London.
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Fr. Johannes de Bree {of London house) removed as subprior
London.

Fr. Gotfricdus Agquensis until now residing in Scedamensi made sub-
prior London to increase regular discipline and obedience.

death of fr. Gostfridas Agueniis |, supprior Londoniarum .
Ft. Johannes Millendonck 1o St. Thomas (cf. 1503).
Jacobus Dulcensis ,, stabit in conventu nostro Londoniensss’”.

Deaths of Fr. Jobaunes Clarck, |, diaconus Lundoniensis ' ;
Fr. Wilhelmus Wesalie |, clericus Londoniensis ™

Johannes Millendonck 1o Donnington {cf. 1503, 1509).

Fr. Johannes Kress Dionensis ,,stabit in capella Sancti Thome regni
Anglie"’.

Fr. Leonardus Venlensis to London until father general calls him
back.

Wilfiam Bowry, ptiot London (VCH)}.

Fr. Hieronymas Leodiensis to stay in London house as subprior for
better discipling; present subprior removed. Gisbersaes Hoyensis
..stabit in Londoniis ut predicator ™.

Death of Thamar West quondam priot Londoniarum.

Henricus Gelrie |, Londoniense stabit in Colcestria™
Jobannes Metzmecher returns from Colchester to own house ( Colo-
niensis ).

Deeath of {t. Cornelius Londoniensis, clericus.

Decaths of Jasperus Mecrey, London priest
Jobannes Cantabrige. London, priest
Johannes Letterdiensis (Ms C Londonicnsis)
Jacobur de Dordrace, London, deacon
Henricus (only Ms C says London ).

Death of Awgustinus London, priest
Johanner London, priest
Nicolaus Anrwerpen. deacon, Londonensis.

Death of Thomas Paycocke, cloth merchant brother of che Crutch-
ed Friars of Colchester (Power).
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Dcaths of Fr. Henricus | supprior Londoniorum ™', priest
Br. Petrur Endovi, London, priest
Fr. Schiflenus, London. deacon
Fr. Withelmus Hatert, London.

Deaths of Johannes Colonienses |, prior Colcestrie ', priest;
Walter ., Anglicus supprior Colcestric ™', priese.

John Bybe prior of Bergham (Batham) (sull so in 1531 and 1532
but succeeded by Henry Reynoldes before end (VCH).

Deaths of Fr. Ph/spprus Londoniorum. priest
Fr. Wilbelmus Settermen, , baculanius theologie
Londoniensis "'

Prior of London vicat and provincial (still true in 1529).

Death of Fr. Stbertus Novimagh ., jubiiaius Ste. Agathe quondam
prior Londoniensis et provincialis Anglie™".

Death of unnamed London novice.
Willigm Bowry, prior, Londen (VCH).

Wil Bowry, prior, London.
Egidius, subptior
Raphel! Turnir, sacristan (B.L.).

+

Death of Fr. Dominicanus .. jubilarius Londonensis'".

April 8; May 21 prior of London Wilhelmus Boury
subprict Egrdius
seniores Joer Duyner (?}
Ricardus Lewen (?) (cf. 1535)
sacrista Raphael Imrimur (B.L.)
(must be Turner, cf. 1527).

Sebastian Ruremundenam made subprior London to augment
regular discipline.

Fr. Egidius Heth Aquensis ., stabit in conventu Londoniensis’.

Deaths of |, venerabilis pater fr. Wilhelmus'' prior of London
Fr. Egidius de Endovia quondam supprior L. priest
Fr. Jacobus Londoniensis, priest,

Sebuastier Ruremundensemn again made subprior of London, replac-
ing person named by local prior.
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Deaths of ft. Flinricurm Wesalie. London. priest
fr. Johannes Francfordre London, priest.

Henricus Hueth (Henry White ), prior of Donninglon made vicar
and provincial ; visits first year wich help of prior Novi fundi, after
wards with prior of Colchester to 1534.

Death of Fr. §ymon Stere cleric of Donningron.

Death of Dominus Hermannius Vinck [Ms B: Tynk] .. miles et con-
siliarius regis Anglic et civis Colonie, Margareta Stronr [ B: Skuyss)
uxor ejus’’.

John Dryver, prior, London (VCH. L & P HVIII).
William Crochun, B.D., friar (0.8.C.7) (L & P HVIIL).
Robert Ball, friar (L & P H VIII).

Death of Richardus Londoniensis.

Edmund Streatam prior of London (VCH) (Stetham - L & P H
VIII)

Tast recorded visitation.
Robert Baill prior London (VCH Y.

Fr. Lodowicns Herbener | conventus Londoniensis stabit in conventu
Gossensi'” [ Goes, Zeeland .

Death of Fr. Richardus Lewellis London, priest.

George Rowland. priest (0.5.C.?), London, working for old faith
(L & F HVIII).

Raphae! Tornar, London, not styling self prioc, and five others sur-
render house (I & P HVIID).

surtender of London house:
Raphaclem Turnar
Godfridn Borkyn
John Smyth
Rogern Hoprun
Jokem Hyx
Petru Damas (8th Report).

surrender of Donningron: Henry Whete, priot
Richard Unguli, priest (8th Report)
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1539 Deaths of- pessible Cruiched Friars:
Jobanner Hunet, Vindatii
Ricardus Huth, Cadomensis
Jobannes Smyth, Maria pacis

1569 Deaths of possible Cruched Friars:
Mashens de Stock, priest Buzangais
Johannes Comber, ptiest, Calneacensis
Simon Felix, priest, Warenenesis
Sebastian Moretz, priest, Wartenensis
Jobanmes Hulrt, priest Snckensis
Albertus, priest Snekensis
Arnoldur Berch, piiest Domus Lapide

? Dezths listed without dates by Hermans:
Richard of London
Stmon Bex, originally from Roermond house
Henry, originally from Reermond house
Thomas Bontzom, founder of Colchester house.

Sources:

Barham Bartham MS V 9

Beck .. Hely Cross .

Bulloch ., Crutched Friars ™.

B. L British Library

Cal. P. L. Calendar of Papal Letters

Close Rolls Calendar of Close Rolls.

CPR Calendar of Patent Rolls.

8th Report Eight Repore of the Deputy Keeper
Hermans Annales 0.5.C.

L & P HVIII Letters and Papers of Henry VI

Major .~ An Unknown House of Crutched Friass’'.
Power Medienal People.

Sharpe Witls

VCH Victoria County History (for relevant county).

See footnotes for full references.

Unmarked entries are from Crosier General Chapeer tecords ( Definitres
der Generale Kapittels). These meetings in May recorded deaths of
preceding years. | have used year of chapter meeting { death could well have
been in the preceding year). Slowness of transmission of information is also
possibly involved.
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SAMENVATTING

In april 1988 was het 450 jaar geleden dat de kruisheren in Engeland, na
opheffing door de koning, verdwenen, na er deie ceuwen te hebben verbie-
ven. Ze waten ef nooit met meer dan veertig tegelijk. Over drie ecuwen
heen moeten het er een 750 zijn geweest, van wie sleches een honderdvyijf-
tigtal tor op heden min of meer konden worden geidentificeerd. Er waren
nooit meer dan vijf kloosters of kloostertjes tegelijk. Bij de algemene ophef-
fing in 1538 bestreken de kruisheren 0,2 % van de mannelijke religieuzen
in Engeland.

Her stelt dus allemaal niet zéveel voor. Toch is het een feit dat de "crut-
ched friars' onderwerp waren van meerdere studies en dat er zelfs, meer dan
vermoed. geweten is over wat men intellektueel en spiritueel leven zou Kin:
nen noemen. Hoewel, ook hier weer, de puzzel niet gering is, omdar zo-
wat 8% % van de puzzelstukjes ontbreken of nog niet aan de opperviakee
zijn gekomen (dat zijn dan vooral testamenten). Een andere blijvende
moeilijkheid is de verwarring die er, ook onder historici en opzoekers bestaat
rond deze "crucigeri’ van diverse afkomst ...

In voorzichtige termen wordt een overzicht gegeven van de 'zekere' en
van de 'onzekere’ stichtingen van de kruisheren waartoe wij behoren. Het

Lis cen overzicht aan de hand van de beschikbare studies. En in zoverre in-
teressant; naast de onzekere en de nogal talrijke misiukie pogingen tot
nieuwe stichtingen wordt een overzicht gegeven van de "zekere’: Whaplode,
Welnetham, Barham, Oxford, Colchester, Donnington en vooral Londen.
Veelal naar kruisheren-geschiedenis “oude stichtingen’ uit de 13° en 14°
ecuw. Voor de 15° ceuw, de tijd van de kloosterthervorming met het ma-
gische 1410 zitten we op vastere hodem. Onder meer met veel meer duide-
lijk nawijsbate betrekkingen met het europese vasteland. Het lijkt erop of
de echte 'Engelsen’ ook meer aan bod komen. Hoewel, zo laac het zich aan-
zien, zelden of nooit in de meetdetheld ... Wat de spiritualiteit betreft is
er nawijsbaar: zieken- en pelgrimszorg, é€n schoal, verering van O.L.
Vrouw en een aanleunen bij het gewone volk en de volkse devoties. Het
besluit : waar de Engelse kruisheren in de 16° eeuw gedwongen ophiclden
te bestaan in dat land, waren ze er "in goede doen’ (in good shape). De
Franse kruisheren in de 18° eeuw hebben in feue zichzelf opgeheven... Tot
besluit is er een lijst van de tot nu toe bekende kruisheren van en in de en-
gelse kloosters uit die drie ceuwen.

D. SNIJDERS o.s.c.

RESUME (Hayden)

En avril 1988 c¢’était le 450¢ anniversaire de la suppression des Croisiers
en Angleterre par le Roi de ceue époque. Henri VIII, en 1538
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Le nombre des Croisiers ea Angleterre n'a jamais dépassé les quarante,
probablement. Pour les trois sigcles d'existence 'auceur admet un toral de
quelque 750, dont cent cinquante environ onc éié identifiés.

Malgré ce nombre plutde restreint, les Croisiers ant fait I'objet de plu-
sicurs &tudes historiques ct on découvre de plus en plus des informations sur
leur vie spirituelle et intellectielle. Il y a parfois probléme quant 4 la con-
fusion et 1 I'incertitude parmi les auteuss sur les différentes sortes de |, Ceu-
ciferi "’ (Trinitaires, Croisiers italiens, e.a.).

L'auteur examine les différentes fondations de notre Ordre er essate de
faire |z distinction entte ce qui est ,.certain’” et ,, non certain’’ {voir la carte
géographique ).

A partir de la date magique de 1410 (I'année du grand Renouvean) les
informations sont plus solides et les relations avec le continent sont plus clai-
res. En ce qui concerne lears activités et leur spiritualité on peut signaler
leuts occupations au service des malades et des pélerins, I'existence d'une
école, le Culte de la Vierge et de la Sainte Croix. On a I'impression qu’ils
vivaient tout prés du peuple.

A la fin vous trouverez une liste de Croisiers, telle que I'auteur a pu les
identifier jusqu'ici dans les communautés anglaises.

b

. BRASSEUR 0.5.c.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Im April 1988 wazen 450 Jahte vergangen, seitdem die Kreuzherren aus
England vertrieben waren. Kénig Heinrich VIII hatte 1538 alle Klaster,
auch die der Kreuzherren, die drei Jahthunderte lang in England gelebe
und gewirkt hateen, aufgeheben.

Die Zahl der Kreuzherren in England ist allerdings niemals berriichelich
gewesen. Schitzungsweise waren gleichzeitig nie mehr als vierzig Kreuzher-
ten in England witksam. Von den Kreuzherren, die im Laufe dieser drei
Jahthunderte in England gelebt haben, konnten bisher etwa 150 identifi-
ziert werden. Niemals gab es gleichzeitig mehr als funf Hiuser.

Bei der allgemeinen Ausldsung 1538 bildeten die Kreuzherren lediglich
0.2 % der minnlichen Orden in England, also eine winzig kieine Gruppe.

Dennoch sind die Kteuzherren { Crutched Friars) Gegenstand mehrerer
Untersuchungen gewesen. Dadurch wissen wir mehr als bislang vermutet
uiber thr geistiges und religiises Leben. Trotz alledem bleibr noch vieles un-
gelost, einfach weil viele Einzelheiten fehlen,

Eme besandere Schwierigkeit ist die Verwirrung. sogar unrer Historikern
und anderen Forschern, hervorgerufen durch die Cracifers (Kreuzhetren)
von verschiedener Herkunft.
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Unter Vorbehalt geben wir denn auch eine Ubersicht der sicheren und
unsicheren Niederlassungen der Kreuzherren ,. mie Mutterhaus in Huy (Bel-
gien)”. Als gesichert gelten: Whaplode. Welnetham, Berham. Oxford,
Colchester. Donnington und London. Meist sind es Grindungen aus dem
13. und 14. Jh., einer Zeit, in det die Geschichte des Ordens sehr liicken-
haft ist. Nach der Ordensreform von 1410 werden die Quellen im 15, Jh.
zuverldssiger, Dann gibt es auch mehrere, nachweisbare Verbindungen mit
dem europiischen Kontinent. Auch scheinen dann gebiirtige Englinder im
Orden wichrigere Posten zu erhalien, obwohl sie selten oder nie zahlenmi-
Rig tiberlegen waren.

Was ihre religitse Taeigkeit betrifft: die Kreuzherten widmeten sich der
Kranken- und Altenpflege und dem Unterricht. Nihe zur Volksfrommig-
keit und eine besondere Marienverehrung wurden ihnen nachgesagt.

Als die Kreuzherren 1538 notgedrungen ihren Aufenthalt in Foglaad
beendeten, wat die Disziplin in thren Klgstern gut.

Zum Abschlufl folgt noch eine Liste mit den Namen — so weit sie bis-
her bekannt sind — jener Kreuzherren, die im Laufe dieser drei Jahrhun.
derte in England gelebe haben.

G. Q. REINERS o.5.c.



